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Achebe, Chinua Things Fall Apart - A classic story of a "strong" man who 

is motivated by fear and rage, a figure comparable to Greek 
tragic heroes. 

 
 
Allende, Isabel House of the Spirits - Remarkable novel that follows the 

Trueba family from the early 1900's till the overthrow of 
the Allende government. 

 
 
Alvarez, Julia How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents - This sensitive 

story of four sisters who must adjust to life in America after 
having to flee from the Dominican Republic is told through 
a series of episodes beginning in adulthood, when their 
lives have been shaped by U. S. mores, and moving 
backwards to their wealthy childhood on the island. 
Adapting to American life is difficult and causes 
embarrassment when friends meet their parents, anger as 
they are bullied and called ``spics,'' and identity confusion 
following summer trips to the family compound in the 
Dominican Republic. 

 
 
Anaya, Rudolpho Alburquerque – Nobody knows the real “Alburquerque”  

like young boxer, Abran Gonzalez.  A homeboy from the 
barrio, he feels his world shatter the night he is summoned 
to the deathbed of his biological mother, a woman he has 
never known.  It is then that he learns that he is the son of a 
wealthy Anglo woman and an unknown Mexican man, a 
father whose identity he feels compelled to find.  (Chicano) 

 
  

Bless Me Ultima - An outstanding model of life in the 
American Southwest for a Chicano family.  Winner of the 
Chicano Literary award.  (Chicano) 
 
Heart of Aztlan - Portrays life in an Alburquerque barrio in 
postwar New Mexico where urban and rural, political and 
religious realities coexist, collide, and combine.  (Chicano) 



  
 Tortuga – Set in a hospital for cripple children, this novel 

explores one of the most difficult and troubling aspects of 
life – the meaning of pain and suffering.  The adolescent 
hero, Tortuga, takes his name from the oddly shaped 
mountain near the hospital and from the rigid cast that 
encloses his body.  It spite of incapacity, disfigurement, and 
neglect, Tortuga discovers the courage to transcend 
tragedy.  (Chicano) 

 
 
 
Angelou, Maya I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - Sensitive 

autobiography of a black woman who retains her personal 
"human dignity."  (921 Angelou) 

 
 The Heart of a Woman - This fourth autobiographical 

volume describes Angelou's transformation from nightclub 
singer and dancer to writer and political activist. (921 
Angelou) 

 
 Singing & Swinging and Getting Merry Like Christmas - 

Third volume of autobiography by celebrated author of I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings and Gather Together in 
My Name. (921 Angelou) 
 

 All God's Children Need Traveling Shoes - The fifth 
volume of Angelou's highly acclaimed and successful 
autobiography that began with I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings.  (921 Angelou) 

 
 Gather Together in My Name - Second volume of an 

extended autobiography by the celebrated Clack poet-
novelist.  (921 Angelou) 

 
 
Armstrong, William Sounder - An angry black boy is transformed by his 

relationship with his devoted dog, Sounder, and changes his 
own life by learning to read. 

 
 
Azuela, Mariano The Underdogs - Consider by name to be the definitive 

novel of the Mexican Revolution.  This is the Story of a 
peace-loving Indian who is forced to side with the rebels to 
save his family. 



Baca, Jimmy Santiago A Place to Stand - Jimmy Santiago Baca's harrowing, 
brilliant memoir of his life before, during, and immediately 
after the years he spent in a maximum-security prison 
garnered tremendous critical acclaim and went on to win 
the prestigious 2001 International Prize. Long considered 
one of the best poets in America today, Baca was illiterate 
at the age of twenty-one and facing five to ten years behind 
bars for selling drugs. It is the remarkable tale of how he 
emerged after his years in the penitentiary — much of it 
spent in isolation — with the ability to read and a passion 
for writing poetry. A vivid portrait of life inside a 
maximum-security prison and an affirmation of one man's 
spirit in overcoming the most brutal adversity.  (921 Baca – 
Chicano) 

 
 
Baldwin, James Go Tell It on the Mountain - Fourteen-year-old John 

struggles with the environmental influences of Harlem. 
 
 
Barrett, William The Lilies of the Field - Compassionate understanding of 

the power of love. 
 
 
Block, Francesca Weetzie Bat - Follows the wild adventures of Weetzie Bat 

and her Los Angeles friends, Dirk, Duck and My Secret-
Agent-Lover-Man. 

 
 
Bloor, Edward Tangerine - Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow 

of his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to play 
soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to 
remember the incident that damaged his eyesight. 

 
Bonham, Frank Durango Street - Hard hitting story of ghetto life.  Rufus 

Henry, fresh out of reform school, fights his way like a 
cornered animal. 

 
 
Borland, Hal When the Legends Die - Modern Indian boy is left alone to 

live in the wilderness. 
 
 
Braithwaite, Edward To Sir With Love - The inspiring story of a band of 

schoolroom savages and the teacher who tamed them. 
(373.4212 Braithwaite) 



Brooks, Bruce The Moves Made the Man - A black boy and an 
emotionally troubled white boy in North Carolina form a 
precarious friendship. 

 
 
Buck, Pearl The Good Earth - Flood, drought, pestilence, and 

revolution interwoven into a universal story of man's 
destiny. 

 
 Mandala - An India in transition is the setting for this tale 

of two cultures at odds.  Maharana Prince Jagat finds 
himself stripped of his wealth and royal titles. 

 
 
Campbell, Bebe Moore Brothers and Sisters - is set in the white-hot center of 

racially troubled Los Angeles, still healing from the deep 
scars of riot, violence, and suspicion. At the story's heart is 
Esther Jackson, an African-American who has built a 
promising career at a downtown bank. When a black man is 
hired as a senior vice-president, Esther is heartened - until 
his interest in a white officer at the bank percolates into 
sexual harassment. Esther is forced to choose between 
commitment to the friend who is being harassed and loyalty 
to a person of her own race. When a looting of bank 
accounts creates suspicions along racial lines, Esther must 
rethink her life even further, and her vision of the American 
dream. 

 
 Singing in the Comeback Choir - Life is good for Maxine 

McCoy. She is the executive producer of a popular talk 
show, married to a man she loves, and pregnant with their 
child. But her security is shattered when a call from the 
caretaker of her seventy-six-year-old grandmother, who 
reared the orphaned Maxine, summons her back to the old 
neighborhood she'd rather forget. Once a brilliant singing 
star, Maxine's grandmother, Lindy, has become a smoking, 
drinking, embittered woman whose glorious voice has 
atrophied from disuse. The aspiring community Maxine 
grew up in is now a blighted, crime-infested area, its 
residents resigned to living narrow lives of fear and despair. 
Maxine is determined to move her grandmother away from 
the hopelessness around her, but Lindy is prepared to fight 
for her independence. When an opportunity arises for 
Lindy to sing again, both she and Maxine understand that 
Lindy and her neighborhood are worthy of restoration. 

 



 Your Blues Ain’ t Like Mine - The supreme court ruling on 
desegregation blew winds of change in Hopewell, 
Mississippi where the classes -- monied, poor whites, and 
blacks -- knew their places. When a 15-year-old African-
American unknowingly crosses the accepted line, he is 
brutally murdered by a poor white, setting in motion a 
series of events that leave no one in the town untouched. 
Powerful in emotion (from understated to explosive), 
propelled by unstoppable forces, the book is compelling 
reading. It exposes family, race, and class divisions in 
America from the 1950s to the present, and the rich 
characterization explores the base, the noble, and the 
ordinary in all of us. 

 
 
Carter, Forrest The Education of Little Tree - The inspirational and 

autobiographical remembrances of the author's Indian 
boyhood with his eastern Cherokee hill country 
grandparents in the 1930's depression-era. 

 
 
Cather, Willa My Antonia - The spirited daughter of Bohemian 

immigrants, � ntonia must adapt to a hard existence on the 
desolate prairies of the Midwest. Enduring childhood 
poverty, teenage seduction, and family tragedy, she 
eventually becomes a wife and mother on a Nebraska farm. 
A fictional record of how women helped forge the 
communities that formed a nation, My Ántonia is also a 
hauntingly eloquent celebration of the strength, courage, 
and spirit of America’s early pioneers. 

 
Childress, Alice A Hero Ain't Nothing But a Sandwich - Thirteen-year-old 

Benji, a ghetto boy is hooked on dope.  This is the story of 
how his family and friends try to help him. 

 
 Rainbow Jordan - Her mother, her foster guardian, and 

fourteen-year-old Rainbow comment on the state of things 
as she prepares to return to a foster home for yet another 
stay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cisneros, Sandra House on Mango Street - tells the story of Esperanza 
Cordero, whose neighborhood is one of harsh realities and 
harsh beauty. Esperanza doesn't want to belong - not to her 
run-down neighborhood, and not to the low expectations 
the world has for her. Esperanza's story is that of a young 
girl coming into her power, and inventing for herself what 
she will become. 

 
 Woman Hollering Creek - A short story collection in which 

the characters give voice to the vibrant and varied life on 
both sides of the Mexican border. 

 
 
 
Cooper, James Fenimore The Last of the Mohicans -   It is 1757. The English and 

French are engaged in a savage, bloody war for control of 
the North American continent. Making tenuous, shifting 
alliances with various Indian tribes, the two European 
powers struggle to gain the upper hand on unfamiliar, 
forested battlegrounds.  Caught in the middle is Hawkeye, a 
white scout who was raised among the Indians. Not fully 
belonging to either world, Hawkeye has learned to respect 
the best of both civilizations. But with war swirling around 
him, Hawkeye must finally struggle to save his own life 
and those of a small band of colonists. 

 
  
Courtenay, Bryce The Power of One - A boy growing up in South Africa 

during World War II learns about freedom, courage, and 
friendship from two older men, one black and one white. 

 
 
Craven, Margaret I Heard the Owl Call My Name - Heartwarming novel 

about a young priest who participates in the life of an 
Indian village, where he learns the meaning of life and 
death. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Crew, Linda Children of the River - Sundara Sovann, a Cambodian 
refugee, fled from the Khmer Rouge army when she was 
13. Living with her aunt and uncle in the U.S., also ``boat 
people,'' she doesn't know what has happened to the rest of 
her family. Four years after her arrival, she is still haunted 
by the death of her infant cousin, with whose care she was 
entrusted on the nightmarish boat trip. And she still hasn't 
adjusted to the new culture. Torn between the Cambodian 
customs she is supposed to live up to at home, and the need 
to assimilate at high school, Sundara knows she shouldn't 
even be talking to American boys. Then she falls in love 
with Jonathan, a handsome football player. The resolution 
comes smoothly and plausibly, offering a pleasant and 
moving look at the way in which a survivor of great 
tragedy, having confronted overwhelming changes in her 
life, faces young adulthood. 

 
 
Davidson, Dana Jason & Kyra - Kyra Evans isn't popular, or a girl who you 

stare at when you are walking down the hall. So why can't 
Jason-basketball star and the hottest guy in school-get her 
out of his head?  Under normal circumstances, Jason and 
Kyra would live in their separate worlds up until 
graduation. But fate intervenes and the unlikely duo is 
paired up for a class project. Preconceived notions abound 
on both sides...but Kyra soon realizes that Jason is not the 
dumb jock that she had assumed him to be. And Jason finds 
himself telling Kyra things he can't even tell his best friend. 
As the two become friends and eventually start to fall in 
love, no one in school can believe it-especially not Jason's 
ex, who is determined to break them up. Being together 
means navigating the obstacles that are coming their way-
but staying apart may be impossible. 

 
 
Doctorow, E.L. Ragtime - The fate of three American Families is 

intertwined with historical personalities and events in this 
novel set in turn-of-the-century U.S. 

 
 
Draper, Sharon M Tears of a Tiger – Andy Jackson was driving the car that 

crashed one night after the game, killing Robert 
Washington, his best friend and captain of the Hazelwood 
High Tigers.  It was late, and they’d been drinking, and 
now, months later, Andy can’ t stop blaming himself. (First 
book of the Hazelwood trilogy) 



 
Forged By Fire –When his loving aunt dies, Gerald 
suddenly is thrust into a new home filled with anger and 
abuse.  A brutal stepfather with a flaming temper and an 
evil secret makes Gerald miserable, and the only light in his 
grim life is Angel, his young stepsister.  Gerald and Angel 
grow close as he strives to protect her from Jordan, his 
abusive stepfather, and from their substance-addicted 
mother.  (Second book of the Hazelwood trilogy) 

 
 Darkness Before Dawn – In her senior year, things are 

finally looking a little brighter for Keisha.  Still haunted by 
the suicide by her ex-boyfriend, she finds comfort in the 
attentions of the new track coach, 23-year-old Jonathan 
Hathaway, the principal’s son.  Suddenly this intoxicating 
relationship takes a frightening turn, and Keisha is once 
again plunged into the darkness she’s fought to hard to 
escape.  (Third book of the Hazelwood trilogy) 

 
 
 The Battle of Jericho – When Jericho is invited to pledge 

for the Warriors of Distinction, he thinks his life can’ t get 
any better.  As the most exclusive club in school, the 
Warriors give the best parties, go out with the hottest girls, 
and sail through their class.  Jericho is determined to do 
anything to become a member.  But as the initiation week 
becomes progressively harrowing, Jericho is forced to 
make choices he’s not entirely comfortable with. 

 
 Double Dutch - Secrets, not all of them credible, abound 

among the eighth-grade protagonists of this disappointing 
novel. Delia has managed to hide her inability to read from 
her parents and teachers, but she doubts she can pass the 
proficiency test that will enable her to graduate to ninth 
grade and continue competing in Double Dutch jump rope. 
Randy, whose mother walked out several years ago, hasn't 
told anyone that his father, a long-distance truck driver, has 
been missing for weeks. And when twin tornadoes hit the 
school, it becomes apparent that the Tolliver twins, who 
dress entirely in black and terrorize their classmates, are 
actually sensitive fellows behind their intimidating facades. 

 
 
 
 
 



 Romiette and Julio - A contemporary retelling of the 
Romeo and Juliet story with a happy, upbeat ending. 
Sixteen-year-old Julio Montague's parents have moved 
their family to Cincinnati, OH, in order to get their son out 
of his gang-ridden high school in Corpus Christi, TX. 
Romiette Cappelle, also 16, is the daughter of successful 
African-American parents and the granddaughter of college 
professors. When these two young people, both from proud 
heritages, begin a romance, they must deal not only with 
their parents' prejudices but also with the threats of a local 
gang called The Family. 

 
Ellison, Ralph Invisible Man - The odyssey of one black man's fervent 

search for his own identity. 
 
 
Erdrich, Louise Love Medicine - An unforgettable drama of anger, magic, 

and healing in the lives of two Native American families. 
 
 
Esquivel, Laura Like Water for Chocolate - Tale of a Hispanic cook in love 

on a Mexican ranch. 
 
 
Flake, Sharon Bang! - Mann is only thirteen, yet he has already had to 

deal with more than most go through in a lifetime. His 
family is still reeling from the tragic shooting death of his 
little brother, Jason, each person coping with grief in his or 
her own way. Mann's mother has stopped eating and is 
obsessed with preserving Jason's memory, while his father 
is certain that presenting a hard edge is the only way to 
keep his remaining son from becoming a statistic. Mann 
used to paint and ride horseback, but now he's doing 
everything he can to escape his emotions: getting involved 
in fights at school, joyriding at midnight, and much worse. 
His father, at his wit's end, does the only thing he thinks 
will teach his son how to be a man he abandons him and his 
friend Kee Lee in the woods, leaving them to navigate their 
way home, alone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 The Skin I’m In - Maleeka Madison has problems fitting in 
with others at her school. Her hair is too nappy, her skin is 
too dark, her grades are too good, her clothes are too weird, 
and her teachers are too fond of her. She desperately tries to 
make friends and to be accepted by her peers. Her situation 
drastically changes when she meets Miss Saunders, and the 
changes are not always for the better. Through her struggles 
and with her teacher's help, she learns "to look into the 
mirror and like what [she sees], even when it doesn't look 
like anybody else's idea of beauty." 

 
 Who am I Without Him? - is a Booklist Top Ten Romance 

Novel for Teens and is "breaking new and necessary 
ground" in twelve short stories about guys and girls testing 
out ways of communicating with one another, respecting 
each other, and respecting themselves.  This is a complex, 
often humorous, and always on-point exploration of youth 
today determined to find self-worth . . . any way they know 
how. 

 
 
Farmer, Nancy The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm - Adventures of three 

children in 23rd Century Africa. 
 
 
Filipovic, Zlata Zlata's Diary - A young girl's diary records the destruction 

of her city during the war in Yugoslavia.  (921 Filipovic) 
 
 
 
Frank, Anne The Diary of Anne Frank - The new edition reveals a new 

depth to Anne's dreams, irritations, hardship and passions.  
Anne Frank's diary is from June 12, 1942 to August 1, 
1944.  (940.5318 Frank) 

 
 
Frankl, Victor Man's Search for Meaning - Frankl's elaboration of his 

theory that man's primary motivational force is the search 
for meaning.  (150.198 Frankl) 

 
 
Gaines, Ernest A Lesson Before Dying - Two black men-one a teacher, the 

other a death row inmate struggle to live and die with 
dignity. 

 
 



Garcia Marquez, Gabriel One Hundred Years of Solitude - The novel tells the story 
of the rise and fall of the mythical town of Macondo 
through the history of the Buendía family. It is a rich and 
brilliant chronicle of life and death, and the tragicomedy of 
humankind. In the noble, ridiculous, beautiful, and tawdry 
story of the Buendía family, one sees all of humanity, just 
as in the history, myths, growth, and decay of Macondo, 
one sees all of Latin America. 

 
 
Garland, Sherry Shadow of the Dragon - Two Vietnamese-American boys 

confront gangs in their high school. 
 
 
George, Jean Craighead Julie of the Wolves - Common sense and courage enable a 

young Eskimo girl to survive when she becomes lost in the 
Arctic wild. 

 
 
Golden, Arthur Memoirs of a Geisha - An epic on an intimate scale that 

takes the reader behind the rice-paper screens of the geisha 
house to a vanished floating world of beauty and cruelty, 
from a poor fishing village in 1929 to the decadence of 
1940s Kyoto, through the chaos of World War II to the 
towers of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, where the gray-eyed 
geisha Sayuri unfolds the remarkable story of her life.   

 
 
Greene, Bette Summer of My German Soldier - Extraordinary novel 

about an unlikely friendship between a Jewish girl and a 
young German soldier during World War II. 

 
 
Griffin, John Black Like Me - How does it feel to be black?  The best 

way to find out is darken your skin and travel South. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grimes, Nikki Bronx Masquerade - When Wesley Boone writes a poem 
for his high school English class and reads it aloud, poetry-
slam-style, he kicks off a revolution. Soon his classmates 
are clamoring to have weekly poetry sessions. One by one, 
eighteen students take on the risky challenge of self-
revelation. Award-winning author Nikki Grimes captures 
the voices of eighteen teenagers through the poetry they 
share and the stories they tell, and exposes what lies 
beneath the skin, behind the eyes, beyond the masquerade. 

 
 
Grisham, John A Time to Kill - Acts of racial violence lead to an 

intriguing murder case played out in the southern state of 
Mississippi. 

 
 
Guterson, David Snow Falling on Cedars - Passions and prejudices surface 

when a Japanese man stands trial for a fisherman's murder 
in Washington state in the 1950s. 

 
 
Guy, Rosa The Disappearance - The disappearance of the seven-year-

old daughter of a Brooklyn family cast suspicion on a 
juvenile offender from Harlem who has recently come to 
live with them. 

 
 The Friends - Award-winning novel about Phyllisia, a 

lonely and beleaguered teenage girl and the kindly 
ragamuffin whom befriends her. 

 
New Guys Around the Block - Harlem teenager Imamu, 
repainting his mother's apartment, hoping to help her 
overcome her alcoholism is troubled as he begins to suspect 
one of his friends may be guilty of a series of burglaries 
and other crimes. 

 
  
 
Hale, Janet The Owl's Song - Billy White Hawk knows that the 

Benewah Reservation in Idaho is no place for him to stay, 
especially not that his mother and best friend are dead. 

 
 
Hamilton, Virginia Arilla Sun Down - A young girl, part African American 

and part Native American, discovers her true identity when 
she saves her brother's life. 



 
 M.C. Higgins the Great - Thirteen-year-old Mayo hopes to 

escape Appalachian poverty when his Mamma is offered a 
recording contract. 

 
 The Planet of Junior Brown - A story of friendship between 

a troubled teenage pianist, a street-wise classmate, and a 
janitor who constructs a LO-planet revolving system. 

 
 Sweet Whispers, Brother Rush - Drawn into a fascinating 

exploration of her family's recent past by a handsome 
stranger who called himself Brother Rush, fourteen-year 
old Tree uncovers a web of dark and frightening secrets. 

 
 
Hardrick, Jackie Imani In Never Say Goodbye - Who knew? Imani never 

saw it coming and neither did Fatima, Dominique, 
Tyler…One drag off a joint, one crack house, one drug test, 
one injury, one argument, one death, one drug deal, one 
wrong place at the wrong time led to one thing after 
another and their worlds spun out of control. Who will 
survive? Who will have to say goodbye? 

 
Imani in Young Love and Deception - Sex, teen pregnancy, 
STDs, alcoholism, low self esteem, dating, and love 
intertwine in this fascinating novel.  

 
 
Hersey, John Hiroshima - Compassionate account of the catastrophic 

event that heralded the coming of the atomic age.  (940.544 
Hersey) 

 
The Wall - A story of Jewish resistance during World War 
II in the Warsaw Ghetto. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hidier, Tanuja Desai Born Confused - Dimple doesn't know what to think. Her 
parents are from India, and she's spent years rebelling 
against their customs. Now everything from India is 
suddenly hip - even her best friend Gwyn has a bindi dot as 
an accessory. To make matters worse, Dimple's parents are 
trying to set her up with a "suitable boy." Their first 
meeting is a disaster - the boy is way too soft-spoken. But 
then she bumps into the boy again at a club - where he is 
the DJ. Suddenly, the "suitable" boy is actually suitable - 
because of his sheer unsuitability. Dimple is about to find 
out - in a comedic way - about balancing her culture with 
her confusion. 

 
 
Hillerman, Tony Sacred Clowns - A clown dancing during a Native 

American Tano kachina ceremony is found brutally 
bludgeoned in the same matter that a reservation school 
teacher was killed just days before. 

 
 Coyote Waits - Jim Chee and Lt. Leaphorn investigate 

when a Navajo shaman is accused of murder. 
 
 Dance Hall of the Dead - Lt. Joe Leaphorn of the Navajo 

Tribal Police is assigned to track down a missing Navajo 
boy, who might hold a clue to a brutal murder of a friend. 

 
 A Thief of Time - Lt. Joe Leaphorn and officer Jim Chee 

investigate two murders at an ancient Anasazi ruin. 
 
 Talking God - Joe Leaphorn and Jim Chee investigate 

when a lawyer for the Smithsonian receives the skeletons 
of her New England grandparents in the mail. 

 
 
Ho, Minfong Rice Without Rain - Seventeen-year-old Jinda's life is 

irrevocably changed when Ned and three other students 
from Bangkok visit her village. Inthorn, Jinda's father and 
the village headman, listens to Ned and resists paying the 
usurious land rents. Inthorn is jailed and eventually dies in 
prison; Jinda journeys to Bangkok to take part in student 
rallies for the farmers. Love interest is provided by the 
growing mutual infatuation of Ned and Jinda, sensitively 
and realistically handled. 

 
 



Hosseini, Khaled The Kite Runner - is the unforgettable and beautifully told 
story of the friendship between two boys growing up in 
Kabul. Raised in the same household and sharing the same 
wet nurse, Amir and Hassan grow up in different worlds: 
Amir is the son of a prominent and wealthy man, while 
Hassan, the son of Amir's father's servant, is a Hazara — a 
shunned ethnic minority. Their intertwined lives, and their 
fates, reflect the eventual tragedy of the world around them. 
When Amir and his father flee the country for a new life in 
California, Amir thinks that he has escaped his past. And 
yet he cannot leave the memory of Hassan behind him. 

 
 
Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki Farewell to Manzanar - True story of one Japanese 

American family and their attempt to survive the indignities 
of forced detention.  (940.5472 Houston) 

 
 
Hughes, Langston Not Without Laughter - it is the poignant story of a young 

black boy's awakening to the sad and the beautiful realities 
of black life in a small Kansas town.  This story reflects the 
joys and hardships of an African-American boy growing to 
manhood. 

 
 
Hurston, Zora Neale Their Eyes Were Watching God - An American classic 

about a young black woman and her coming to an 
understanding about love and happiness. 

 
 
Jimenez, Francisco The Circuit – These independent but intertwined stories 

follow a migrant family through their circuit, from picking 
cotton and strawberries to topping carrots and back again 
over a number of years.  As it moves from one labor camp 
to the next, the little family of four grows from four to ten.  
Impermanence and poverty define their lives.  But with 
faith, hope and backbreaking work, the family endures.  
(Chicano) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Breaking Through – Sequel to The Circuit.  At the age of 
fourteen, Francisco Jimenez, together with his older 
brother, Roberto, and his mother, is caught by la migra.  
Forced to leave their home in California, the entire family 
travels for twenty hours by bus, arriving at the U.S.-
Mexican border in Nogales, Arizona.  In the months and 
years that follow, the family not only struggle to keep 
together, but also face crushing poverty, long hours of 
labor, and blatant prejudice.  (Chicano) 

 
 
John, Jaiya Black Baby, White Hands: A View from the Crib - July 15, 

1968. It is only three months following the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the nation is burning. Black 
and White America are locked in the tense grip of massive 
change. Into this inferno steps an unsuspecting young 
White couple. Neither truly knew even a single African 
American person while growing up. Now, a child will 
change all of that forever. In this fateful moment, a Black 
baby becomes perhaps the first in the history of New 
Mexico to be adopted by a White family. Here is a brazenly 
honest glimpse into the mind and heart of that child, a true 
story for the ages that flows like a soulful river-separated 
from his mother at birth, placed into foster care, adopted, 
and finally reunited with his biological family in adulthood-
an astounding journey of personal discovery.  (921 John) 

 
 
Kadohata, Cynthia The Floating World - a Japanese-American family drifting 

apprehensively during the 1950s in ``ukiyo ,'' a ``floating 
world'' of menial jobs and humble yet hopeful upward 
mobility pursued at the edges of an enchanted but exclusive 
American normalcy. Twelve-year-old Olivia, the first-
person narrator, is a storyteller by temperament and 
heredity: her sharp-tongued, hot-tempered grandmother, 
who in her heyday had three husbands and seven lovers, 
``owned a valise in which she carried all her possessions, 
but the stories she told were also possessions.'' 

 
 
Kata, Elizabeth A Patch of Blue - The story of a blind girl who falls in love 

with a Negro boy. 
 
 
 



Keneally, Thomas Schindler’s List - Schindler's List is a remarkable work of 
fiction based on the true story of German industrialist and 
war profiteer, Oskar Schindler, who, confronted with the 
horror of the extermination camps, gambled his life and 
fortune to rescue 1,300 Jews from the gas chambers.  
Working with the actual testimony of Schindler's Jews, 
Thomas Keneally artfully depicts the courage and 
shrewdness of an unlikely savior, a man who is a flawed 
mixture of hedonism and decency and who, in the presence 
of unutterable evil, transcends the limits of his own 
humanity. 

 
 
Kingsolver, Barbara Animal Dreams - Blending flashbacks, dreams, and Native 

American legends, this is a suspenseful love story and a 
moving exploration of life's largest commitments. 

 
The Bean Trees - The story of a poor, young woman who 
flees her Kentucky home heading West. 

 
 Pigs in Heaven - A novel about a dysfunctional family that 

is pulled apart when a Native American lawyer tries to 
return their adopted Cherokee daughter to the tribe. 

 
 
Kingston, Maxine Hong The Woman Warrior - An outstanding autobiography about 

growing up female and Chinese-American in California. 
 
 
Laird, Elizabeth Kiss the Dust - Follows the terrifying journey of a young 

Kurdish girl who flees the Iraqi Secret Police with her 
family and takes temporary shelter in the mountains of 
Kurdistan. 

 
Lee, Gus China Boy - Kai Ting is the only American-born son of an 

aristocratic Mandarin family that has fled China in the 
wake of Mao's revolution. Woefully unprepared for life on 
the streets of San Francisco and speaking a patchwork of 
Chinese and English that no one but his relatives 
comprehends, Kai spends a blissful early childhood with 
his sophisticated older sister and his wonderfully eccentric 
mother. But Kai's idyll comes to an abrupt end with his 
mother's death. Suddenly plunged into American culture by 
his new stepmother, a Philadelphia society woman who 
tried to erase every vestige of China from the household, 
young Kai desperately searches for somewhere to belong. 



 
 
Lee, Harper To Kill of Mockingbird - The unconditioned and 

unconditional wisdom of children is shown to be superior 
in this story of conflict between black and white. 

 
 
 
 
 
Levitin, Sonia The Return – This is the story of Desta, a young Ethopian 

Jewish girl whose life of love and faith is so disrupted that 
she and her brother and sister decide to escape, to make the 
long trek to the Sudan, from which, they have heard, they 
may find transport to Israel, the Promised Land.  Based on 
Operation Moses, the secret airlifting of thousands of 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel during a six month period between 
1984 and 1985. 

 
 
Lipsyte, Robert The Brave - Having left the Indian reservation for the 

streets of New York, seventeen-year-old boxer Sonny Bear 
tries to harness his inner rage by training with Alfred 
Brooks, who has left the sport to become a policeman.  
Sequel to The Contender. 

      
The Contender - Alfred Brooks wants something better 
than the inevitable crime and drugs of Harlem. 

 
 
Martel, Yann The Life of Pi - Growing up in Pondicherry, India, Piscine 

Molitor Patel -- known as Pi -- has a rich life. Bookish by 
nature, young Pi acquires a broad knowledge of not only 
the great religious texts but of all literature, and has a great 
curiosity about how the world works. His family runs the 
local zoo, and he spends many of his days among goats, 
hippos, swans, and bears, developing his own theories 
about the nature of animals and how human nature 
conforms to it. Pi’s family life is quite happy, even though 
his brother picks on him and his parents aren’ t quite sure 
how to accept his decision to simultaneously embrace and 
practise three religions -- Christianity, Hinduism, and 
Islam. 

 
 
 



Martinez, Victor Parrot in the Oven - Manny Hernandez endures a lot during 
the year that leads up to his initiation into a California 
gang. He learns about hard work out in the sweltering 
vegetable fields and experiences class stratification at a 
high school party where he is not welcomed. Manny helps 
his older sister through a life-threatening miscarriage but 
almost takes his younger brother's life when he accidentally 
fires his father's shotgun. The young protagonist narrates all 
of these events with a future writer's eye for detail and a 
unique take on human character. Martinez's coming-of-age 
story reads like true adolescence - absurd and funny from a 
distance, yet painful when you're stuck in the middle of it 
all. 
 

Matas, Carol Lisa's War - The Nazis have invaded Denmark, but Lisa 
and her family refuse to perish without a fight. 

 
 
McBride, James The Color of Water - Jim McBride knew his mother was 

different, he was black, she said that she was white.  When 
asked about God, she said, "God is the color of water." 

 
 
 
McCall, Nathan Makes Me Wanna Holler - An autobiography that captures 

the pain, anger, and fierce determination of a black 
journalist writing today for the Washington Post. McCall's 
open and honest description of his life as a boy in a black 
neighborhood in Portsmouth, VA, his participation in 
violent criminal acts, and his eventual imprisonment for 
armed robbery seem somehow to be an expression of the 
rage of so many young people in America's urban areas. 
While imprisoned, he worked as inmate librarian and was 
so moved by Richard Wright's books that he became 
fascinated by the power of words and decided to become a 
writer. Though he's made a successful career against great 
odds, he makes it plain that he doesn't feel completely at 
ease with his peers in the establishment or those on the 
streets. His difficult story is told in such an immediate and 
compelling fashion that young people will be caught up in 
this strong narrative and gain real insight into McCall's 
growth and change and, thus, contemporary urban issues. 

 
 
 
 



McCourt, Frank Angela's Ashes - In this extraordinary memoir, the author 
transforms the story of an Irish-Catholic childhood lived in 
poverty, misery, and despair into a mesmerizing tale filled 
with wit, love, and forgiveness. 

 
 'Tis - The story of Frank's American journey from 

impoverished immigrant to brilliant teacher and raconteur. 
 
 
 
Morrison, Toni Beloved - In post Civil War Ohio, the past continues to 

haunt the ex-slave Sethe and the surviving members of her 
family.  

 
The Bluest Eye - A powerful story of a young black girl 
who would do anything for her family, but is raped by her 
drunken father.  Contains mature material. 

 
 Song of Solomon - A literary masterpiece about four 

generations of black life in America. 
 
 Sula - Traces the lives of two black women from their 

youth in small town Georgia, through divergent paths of 
womanhood to their ultimate confrontation and 
reconciliation. 

 
 Tar Baby - A stunning, eloquent contemporary love story 

that dramatizes the dilemma of black identity. 
 
 
Mowry, Jess Way Past Cool - Gordon, age thirteen, is the leader of the 

Friends, a gang of young black boys who struggle to hold a 
few blocks of bleak, ragged turf in Oakland—known to the 
homeboys as Oaktown—California. When a more powerful 
sixteen-year-old drug dealer tries to set the Friends against 
their neighboring rival gang, the Crew, the dealer's 
unwilling bodyguard emerges as the key player in a drama 
that illuminates America's urban reality in a totally new 
way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Myers, Walter Dean The Beast - Anthony "Spoon" Witherspoon is returning to 
Harlem after seven months at an exclusive prep school. It's 
with mixed feelings that he's left New York City in the first 
place to finish high school in the hallowed halls of the 
mostly white, very preppy New England school -- but now 
that Spoon is back home, he realizes how much he's come 
to like his prep-school life and new friends. He's missed his 
girlfriend, though, and is shocked to discover upon his 
return that the bright young poet she was when he left has 
become a drug addict. 

 
 Fallen Angels - A riveting account of the Vietnam War 

from the perspective of a young black soldier. Richie Perry, 
a 17 year old from Harlem, arrives in Vietnam in 1967. His 
first-person narrative provides immediacy to the events and 
characters revealed. His experiences become readers' 
experiences, as do his fears and his insight about this war, 
any war. ``We spent another day lying around. It seemed to 
be what the war was about. Hours of boredom, seconds of 
terror.'' During one of those terrifying times, a large number 
of American soldiers are killed. Because they cannot be 
carried back, the decision is made to burn the bodies. ``I 
was afraid of the dead guys. I saw them, arms limp, faces 
sometimes twisted in anguish, mostly calm, and I was 
afraid of them. They were me. We wore the same uniform, 
were the same height, and had the same face. They were 
me, and they were dead.'' In the end, when Richie is 
wounded, he returns home. 

 
 Fast Sam, Cool Clyde and Stuff - When Francis, alias Stuff, 

moved to 166th Street he met an interesting assortment of 
people and learned the meaning of friendship. 

 
 The Glory Field - This book is an astounding fictional 

study of the African-American Lewis family traced through 
two hundred and forty years. Myers wrote this novel to 
express the changes he saw in the texture of life from one 
generation to another. He succeeds brilliantly because of 
the authenticity of his characters; from Muhammad, 
brought in leg irons from Sierra Leone, Africa, to Curry 
Island, South Carolina, in 1753, to his descendant, urban-
dweller Malcolm, who blends techniques to compose his 
own kind of music in 1994, and battles to bring his drug-
addicted cousin to their family reunion. 

 



 Handbook for Boys - Jimmy and Kevin are two teenagers 
who have the good luck to be mentored by Duke, the all-
knowing owner of the oldest barbershop in Harlem. Duke 
has arranged for juvenile justice to let the boys work for 
him in his barbershop after school instead of going to a 
juvenile detention facility. Jimmy had been in a fight and 
charged with unlawful assault, whereas Kevin had been 
arrested for smoking marijuana. Duke's intervention allows 
the boys to stay out of jail if they live up to the agreement. 
The boys sweep and clean the barbershop while reluctantly 
listening to Duke and two other elderly men express their 
opinions about the people in the neighborhood. Duke and 
his fellow philosophers tease, question, and warn Jimmy 
and Kevin about letting their lives slip away because of 
making poor choices. 

 
Hoops - All eyes are on seventeen-year-old Lonnie Jackson 
while he practices with his team for a city-wide basketball 
Tournament of Champions. His coach, Cal, knows Lonnie 
has what it takes to be a pro-basketball player, but warns 
him about giving in to the pressure. Cal knows because he, 
too, once had the chance—but sold out.  As the 
Tournament nears, Lonnie learns that some heavy bettors 
want Cal to keep him on the bench so that the team will 
lose the championship. As the last seconds of the game tick 
away Lonnie and Cal must make a decision.  
 
Monster - Written by the central character, Steve Harmon, 
in the form of a screenplay for a movie, this ... follows the 
16-year-old from the time he is arrested for felony murder 
through his trial. A drugstore owner in Harlem is killed as 
two men rob his store. Steve is accused of being the 
"lookout" for the robbers, all experienced criminals. He is 
implicated because of a deal the felons make to reduce their 
sentences in this crime. Steve, one of the "monsters" of the 
title, has a loving family and a caring, experienced 
lawyer.... Depictions of what jail offers younger accused 
these days are graphic, but accurate and honest... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shooter - When a shooting occurs at Madison High with 
two students killed and six injured, investigators try to get 
to the heart of the tragedy in hopes of preventing further 
occurrences. Absent or abusive parents, bullies at school, 
students feeling like powerless outsiders, access to guns, 
and a troubled student who's a "ticking bomb" waiting to go 
off seem to form the deadly combination, but is this after-
the-fact analysis likely to help prevent future shootings? 
Told through transcripts of interviews, official reports, 
newspaper articles, Miranda warnings, and a handwritten 
journal, the story has the feel of an official report and about 
as much drama. 
 
Scorpions - Jamal, who is pressured to become leader of 
the Scorpions gang, worries about school, family, and the 
rough kids on the street. When a fellow gang member gives 
him a gun, Jamal suddenly gains a new level of respect 
from his enemies. A realistic look at a boy who wants to do 
the right thing but gets caught up in the culture of violence. 
 
Slam! - Slam is a junior in the visual arts program at 
Latimer, a New York City magnet school. He is struggling 
everywhere, including on the basketball court, where he 
assumes he knows more than anyone. After successive run-
ins with the principal and the coach, he is fortunate to 
acquire as mentor Assistant Coach Goldstein. "Goldy" 
helps Slam see that the skills and maturity he usually brings 
to his game are also worth developing in the rest of his life. 
Slam is wary of the temptations on every corner in Harlem, 
steady in his relationships with his family and his girl, 
concerned about his friends, and, after nearly throwing it all 
away, willing to work hard to get what he wants. 
 
Somewhere in the Darkness - Jimmy hasn't seen his father 
in nine years. But one day he comes back -- on the run from 
the law. Together, the two of them travel across the country 
-- where Jimmy's dad will find the man who can exonerate 
him of the crime for which he was convicted. Along the 
way, Jimmy discovers a lot about his father and himself -- 
and that while things can't always be fixed, sometimes they 
can be understood and forgiven. 

 
 
 
 



 The Young Landlords - Five devoted friends become 
landlords and try to make their Harlem neighborhood 
become a better place to live. 

 
 
Na, An A Step from Heaven - The story of how the Park family 

adjusts to their new environment and lifestyle begins with 
four-year-old Young Ju hearing about the move to America 
and confusing it with going to heaven, and concludes with 
her thoughts about going off to college. Young Ju must 
cope with learning a new language, being forbidden to have 
a best friend because of the cultural influence implied in the 
relationship, coping with a younger brother who is treated 
differently than she is, and the physical abuse of herself and 
her brother as well as her mother at the hands of her father. 

  
 
Naidoo, Beverly Chain of Fire - When the villagers of Bophelong are forced 

to leave their houses and resettle in a barren "homeland," 
thirteen-year-old Naledi and her younger brother join in a 
school demonstration and learn that the South African 
government treats with brutality even children with dissent. 

 
 The Other Side of Truth - From the time that Sade hears the 

two shots that take her mother's life her world is turned 
upside down. She and her brother Femi are shipped off to 
England to be with their uncle for safety until their father 
can join them. Truth is what disrupted their lives. Sade's 
Papa, Folarin Solaja, is a journalist who works for a small, 
weekly newspaper dedicated to printing the truth about the 
corrupt military of his homeland, Nigeria. It has cost him 
his wife. The children's arrival in London does not go 
according to plans. The uncle who was to meet them is 
nowhere to be found. The woman who escorted them to 
England deserts them. After encounters with some savory 
characters, the children end up in a maze of agencies. 
Finally they are taken in by a foster family who cares for 
them. The school culture that they encounter is very 
traumatic for Sade and Femi. It is nothing like Nigeria. 
Children they come in contact with are rude to authority 
figures, to each other and of course, Sade and Femi are 
prime candidates for abuse. Papa finally arrives in London 
but is to be sent back to Nigeria. Sade and Femi devise a 
plan to save their father by letting the world know what 
happened to their family and why it happened. 

 



 
Naylor, Gloria The Women of Brewster Place - Hard edged, soft centered, 

brutally demanding, and easily pleased.  A community of 
women that touched thousands of readers across the 
country. 

 
 
Neufeld, John Edgar Allan - A white family adopts a black child and 

encounters all kinds of wrath. 
 
 
O'Dell, Scott The Black Pearl - In claiming of his own the magnificent 

black pearl he finds, a sixteen-year-old youth enrages the 
sea devil whom legend says is its owner. 

 
Black Star, Bright Dawn - A thrilling story of a teenage 
girl's first running in the Iditarod, the challenging long 
distance dog shed race held every year in Alaska. 

 
 Child of Fire - A parole officer relates his efforts to keep 

the violence and heroics of two young Chicanos under 
control. 

 
 Island of the Blue Dolphins - Indian girl is left on an island 

for ten years. 
 
 My Name's Not Angelica - Relates the experiences of a 

young Senegalese girl brought as a slave to the Danish 
owned Caribbean island of St. John as she participates in 
the slave revolt of 1733-1734. 

 
 Sing Down the Moon - The forced migration of Navajos 

from their homeland is described from the Indian point of 
view.  A Newbery Honor book and a New York Times 
outstanding book of the year. 

 
 Zia - Poignant sequel to the Island of the Blue Dolphins, in 

which Zia and her Aunt Karana are reunited, but not for 
long. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Paton, Alan Cry, the Beloved Country - Novel about a black man's 
country under white man's law. 

 
 
Paulsen, Gary The Crossing - Thirteen-year-old Manny, a street kid 

fighting for survival in a Mexican border town, develops a 
strange friendship with an emotionally disturbed American 
soldier who decides to help him get across the border. 

 
 Dogsong - A fourteen-year-old Eskimo boy who feels 

assailed by the modernity of his life takes a 1400 hundred-
mile journey by dog sled across ice, tundra, and mountains 
seeking his own 'song' of himself. 

 
 Nightjohn - Sarney is a slave who wants to read and write, 

and Nightjohn is a slave who returned from freedom in the 
North to educate his friends. 

 
 
Potok, Chaim The Chosen  - chronicles the friendship between Danny 

Saunders, a boy from a Hasidic family, and the more 
assimilated Reuven Malter, as they come of age in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn.  It is the now-classic story of two 
fathers and two sons and the pressures on all of them to 
pursue the religion they share in the way that is best suited 
to each.  

 
 My Name is Asher Lev - Here is the original, deeply 

moving story of Asher Lev, the religious boy with an 
overwhelming need to draw, to paint, to render the world 
he knows and the pain he feels, on canvas for everyone to 
see. A loner, Asher has an extraordinary God-given gift 
that possesses a spirit all its own. It is this force that must 
learn to master without shaming his people or relinquishing 
any part of his deeply felt Judaism. It will not be easy for 
him, but he knows, too, that even if it is impossible, it must 
be done.... 

 
Soto, Gary The Afterlife – You’d think a knife in the ribs would be the 

end of things, but for Chuy, that’s when his life finally gets 
interesting.  At last he sees people that love him, faces the 
consequences of his actions, finds in himself compassion 
and bravery and even stumbles on what may be true love.  
But why is all of this happening now?  And how can Chuy 
make the most of it? 

 



 Buried Onions – Eddie is trying to make a life in Fresno, 
but, like many other young Mexican Americans, he’s not 
finding it easy.  His father, his best friend, and now his 
cousin are all dead – victims of the buried violence that 
gives Fresno its sorrowful aura.  His aunt and his friends 
are encouraging him to avenge his cousin’s murder.  But 
Eddie doesn’ t want another death.  He doesn’ t want another 
murder. 

 
 Jesse – Field work.  Not many people think about it.  It’ s 

just something other people do for a living.  It’ s what Jesse 
and his brother, Abel, do to get through college.  With an 
education they won’ t ever have to rely on the fields again.  
But it’ s not easy for two young Mexican Americans to get 
ahead.  Even though their dreams are reachable, there is 
always more to deal with than what they can actually see.  
Always someone who doesn’ t think they have what it takes 
to make it out of the desolation and poverty.  (Chicano) 

 
 Pacific Crossing – When Lincoln Mendoza and Tony 

Contreras, barrio brothers from San Francisco, go to Japan 
for the summer, Lincoln imagines he’ ll spend all this time 
doing martial arts.  There he finds baseball and jobs, 
families and farming, history and tradition.  He discovers 
that it’s hard to explain what it means to be both Mexican 
and American and that Mitsuo, his Japanese brother is the 
best kind of buddy a guy can have. 

 
 Petty Crimes - Meet Manuel, a young man who wears 

hand-me-downs from his older brothers until he finally gets 
a brand-new pair of shoes. And Jose Luis, who watches the 
vet bills rise after he buys a sick rooster to save it from 
becoming someone's dinner. And Alma, a young woman 
who runs to every shop and flea market in town buying 
back the clothes of her dead mother that her father has 
given away. 

 
 
 
Stowe, Harriet Beecher Uncle Tom's Cabin - Awakened the conscience of the 

nation to life under the slave system. 
 
 
Styron, William The Confessions of Nat Turner - A novel based on the true 

story of an aborted slave rebellion in 1831. 
 



 Sophie's Choice - A Polish woman's attempt to justify her 
existence in New York after surviving World War II. 

 
 
Tan, Amy The Joy Luck Club - Chronicles the lives of four Chinese 

women, their forty-year friendship and how the death of 
one brings her daughter into the fold and a new 
understanding for each. 

 
 The Hundred Secret Senses - A magical first person story 

of supernatural abilities, which connects a nineteenth 
century Chinese village to present day San Francisco. 

 
The Kitchen God's Wife - A Chinese-American woman 
describes her life to her American-born daughter. 

 
 
 
Taylor, Mildred Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry - Warmth, humor, hard 

times as a black family struggles to maintain dignity and 
independence in Depression Mississippi. 

 
 
Taylor, Theodore Timothy of the Cay - In a prequel to the Cay, Timothy 

finds himself afloat on a life raft with a white boy. 
 
 The Cay - A fine portrayal of how a boy makes his separate 

peace with race and prejudice. 
 
 
Temple, Frances Grab Hands and Run - Felipe, his mother and sister leave 

their home in El Salvador to be refugees in Mexico and the 
U.S. 

 
 
Thomas, Joyce Carol Bright Shadow - Abyssinia Jackson must learn to cope with 

tragedy when peace is shattered in her Oklahoma 
countryside and her boyfriend Carl Lee disappears. 

 
 Marked by Fire - In this beautifully written first novel, a 

black girl emerges clearly as a young woman who faces 
pain, laughter, anguish and joy with the dignity of her 
heritage and the determination of her spirit. 

 
 



Trevino, Elizabeth I, Juan de Pareja - The story of Juan, a slave, willed to the 
great Spanish painter Velazquez, and how their relationship 
changed from master/slave to that of equal/friend. 

 
 
 
Uris, Leon Exodus - An American nurse and an Israeli freedom fighter 

caught in the 20th centuries most dramatic event, rebirth of 
Israel. 

 
 
Villasenor, Victor Macho - A young man's coming of age.  A novel that 

captures the cadences and color, passion and pride of the 
Mexican-American experience.  (Chicano) 

 
Rain of Gold - The lives of two Mexican-American 
families presents a vivid glimpse at the immigrant 
experience.  (Chicano) 

 
 Thirteen Senses – Begins with the 50th wedding 

anniversary of the aging former bootlegger Salvador and 
his elegant wife, Lupe.  When asked by a young pried to 
repeat the sacred ceremonial phrase “ to honor and obey,”  
Lupe surprises herself and say, “No, I will not say ‘obey.’  
How dare you! You don’ t talk to me like this after 50 years 
of marriage and I now knowing what I know!”   (Chicano) 

 
 
Walker, Alice The Color Purple - An expression of love and humanity - 

the story of a poor, barely literate black woman in the rural 
South during the early decades of this century, and her 
struggle for independence.  Contains mature material. 

 
The Temple of My Familiar - A magical story of history, 
previous lives, and mythic fantasy.  Contains mature 
material. 

  
 
 The Third Life of Grange Copeland - Alice Walker unfolds 

a black tenant farmers painful growth to dignified 
manhood. 

 
 
 



Walker, Margaret Jubilee - A sweeping panoramic novel of the Civil War, 
whose focus of action centers in the wounded and bleeding 
South. 

 
 
Watkins, Yoko Kawashima So Far From the Bamboo Grove - A fictionalized 

autobiography in which eight-year-old Yoko escapes from 
Korea to Japan with her mother and sister at the end of 
World War II. 

 
 
Whelan, Gloria Goodbye Vietnam - Thirteen-year-old Mai and her family 

embark on a dangerous sea voyage from Vietnam to Hong 
Kong to escape the unpredictable and often brutal 
Vietnamese Government. 

 
 
Wiesel, Elie Night - The true and terrifying story of the author and his 

life as a Jew under the Nazis.  (921 Wiesel or 940.5318 
Wiesel) 

 
 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline If You Come Softly - Jeremiah is confident about who he is 

-- that is, when he's in his own Brooklyn neighborhood. But 
when he starts attending a fancy prep school in Manhattan, 
he realizes that black teenage boys don't exactly fit in there. 
So it's a surprise when, during his first week of school, he 
feels an immediate connection with a white girl named 
Ellie. In one frozen moment their eyes lock, and after that 
they know they belong together -- despite the fact that she's 
Jewish and he's black. Their worlds are so different, but to 
them that's not what matters. Too bad the rest of the world 
feels differently. 

 
 I Hadn’ t Meant to Tell You This - Twelve-year-old Marie 

is one of the popular girls in the prosperous black suburb. 
She’s not looking for a friend when Lena Bright, a white 
girl, appears in school. But the two girls are drawn to each 
other. You see, both Lena and Marie have lost their 
mothers. On top of that, Marie soon learns that Lena has a 
terrifying secret. Marie wants to help, but is it better to 
keep Lena’s secret, or to tell it? Their friendship—and 
Lena’s survival— may depend on her decision. 

 
 



 Lena - Thirteen-year-old Lena and her eight-year-old sister, 
Dion, are on the road. Lena has been able to survive her 
father's inappropriate touching since the death of their 
mother four years earlier but now that he's interested in 
Dion, Lena feels compelled to act. Not wanting to be 
placed in separate foster families, Lena's solution is for 
them both to dress like boys and hitchhike to their mother's 
family in Kentucky. As the two girls choose rides from 
place to place, the futility of their actions becomes apparent 
to Lena but she has run out of options. When Miz Lily, an 
elderly African American, offers the girls a ride and then a 
place to stay, Lena realizes that accepting help is necessary 
and that some adults can be trusted. Lena is a subtle, 
poignant novel about relationships, loss, and finding a place 
in the world. Lena hates what her father is doing to her yet 
remembers the time when they were a true family. Dion 
does not remember much about her mother and has tender 
memories of her father, the only parent she has known. 
Lena and Dion have been taught that whites and blacks 
should not mix, yet Lena's best friend is African American 
as is Miz Lily, who is instrumental in helping the girls. 

 
 

Miracle’s Boys - The narrator is the youngest brother, 
Lafayette, 12, who is furious with his next oldest brother, 
Charlie, who has returned from two years at a reform 
school bitter and angry. The two are looked after heroically 
by their older brother Ty'ree, who gave up a dream to go to 
college when their mother Milagro died. The boys are still 
recovering from the horror of their parents' deaths. Ty'ree 
eventually reveals to Lafayette how he feels responsible for 
the death of their father, who died of hypothermia after 
jumping in a freezing lake to save a lady and her dog from 
drowning. (Ty'ree, a small boy, had urged his father to save 
them.) Ty'ree is trying to comfort Laf for his guilt in not 
being able to keep their mother from dying when her 
diabetes put her in a coma. Laf was just a 9-year-old boy 
when this happened; he found her unconscious and he did 
the best he could in the emergency, but their mother died 
anyway. 

 
 
Williams, Sherley Anne Dessa Rose - A pregnant slave condemned to death for an 

act of rebellion. 
 
 



Wright, Richard Native Son - A black author's assault upon a society that 
transforms self-destructiveness into an art. 

 
 Black Boy - Autobiography of Southern Negro who learned 

for intellectual and physical freedom.  (921 Wright) 
 
  
 
Yep, Laurence Child of the Owl - A savvy street kid finds her roots in the 

maze of San Francisco's Chinatown.  By the author of 
Dragonwings.  

 
 Dragonwings - A beautiful story of Moon Shadow and his 

father Windrider, a Chinese immigrant who made a flying 
machine in 1909. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


